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(54) Garbage storage device 

(57) A garbage storage device (2) includes a base 
(4), a bin (6) installed on the base, a pedal (8) mounted 
on the bin, a lid (10) mounted on the bin, a linkage (12) 



arranged between the pedal and the lid and a buffer (18) 
arranged between the base and the linkage. The buffer 
includes a spring (34) connected between the base and 
the linkage. 




Fig. 2 
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Description 

Background of Invention 

Field of Invention s 

[0001] The present invention relates to a garbage 
storage device including a lid and a buffer for the lid. 

Related Prior Art w 

[0002] People dispose of garbage in garbage bins. 
Some of the garbage stinks some time after the dispos- 
al. Therefore, some of the garbage bins are equipped 
with lids in order to keep the odor of such garbage there- 15 
in. In some other cases, people use garbage bins 
equipped with lids simply to conceal garbage contained 
therein. 

[0003] Some lids can be removed from garbage bins. 
However, such a lid causes a user trouble for he or she 20 
has to hold the lid during disposal of garbage or find a 
place to lay the lid on before disposal of garbage. 
[0004] A conventional garbage storage device in- 
cludes a base, a bin installed on the base, a pedal piv- 
otally mounted on the bin and a lid pivotally mounted on 25 
the bin. A linkage is arranged between the pedal and 
the lid. The linkage includes a first lever and a second 
lever. The first lever is pivotally mounted on the base. 
The first lever includes a first e nd in contact with the ped- 
al and a second end. The second lever includes a first 30 
end connected with the second end of the first lever and 
a second end connected with the lid. In specific, the sec- 
ond end of the first lever defines an aperture for receiv- 
ing the first end of the second lever. Thus, the pedal can 
be trodden in order to lift the lid through the linkage. 35 
However, closing the bin with the lid often makes a loud 
noise. 

[0005] The present invention is therefore intended to 
obviate or at least alleviate the problems encountered 
in prior art. 40 

Summary of Invention 

[0006] It is the primary objective of the present inven- 
tion to provide a garbage storage device that makes little 45 
noise when moved from an open position to a closed 
position. 

[0007] According to the present invention, a garbage 
storage device includes a base, a bin installed on the 
base, a pedal pivotally mounted on the bin, a lid pivotally so 
mounted on the bin, a linkage arranged between the 
pedal and the lid and a buffer arranged between the 
base and the linkage. 

[0008] The buffer may include a spring connected be- 
tween the base and the linkage. The buffer may further 5.5 
include a first cylinder including a closed end connected 
with the base and an open end through which the spring 
is inserted and a second cylinder including an open end 



through which the spring is inserted and a closed end 
connected with the linkage. 

[0009] One of the first and second cylinders may be 
partially inserted in the other one of the first and second 
cylinders. The first cylinder may be partially inserted in 
the second cylinder. The buffer may include a ring 
mounted on the first cylinder. The buffer may include a 
groove defined around one of the first cylinder for re- 
ceiving the ring. 

[0010] The base may include two ears formed there- 
on. The first cylinder may include an ear formed at the 
closed end and mounted on the ears of the base. Each 
of the ears of the base may include a boss formed ther- 
eon facing that of the other one of the ears of the base, 
and the ear of the first cylinder defines two recesses for 
receiving the bosses of the ears of the base. 
[0011] The second cylinder may include a tube trans- 
versely extending from the closed end for receiving the 
first end of the second lever. 

[001 2] Other objects, advantages, and novel features 
of the invention will become more apparent from the fol- 
lowing detailed description when taken in conjunction 
with the attached drawings. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0013] The present invention will be described 
through detailed illustration of embodiments referring to 
the attached drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a garbage storage 
including a bin and a lid; 

Figure 2 is an exploded view of a buffer according 
to the present invention for the lid of the garbage 
storage device shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the garbage 
storage device shown in Figure 1 equipped with the 
buffer shown in Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 
4-4 in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is identical to Figure 3 except for showing 
the garbage storage device in a fully open position; 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 
6-6 in Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is identical to Figure 6 except for showing 
the garbage storage device in a different position; 
and 

Figure 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the 
buffer shown in Figure 7. 
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Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment 

[0014] Referring to Figure 1 , a garbage storage de- 
vice 2 includes a base 4, a bin 6 installed on the base 
4, a pedal 8 pivotally mounted on the bin 6 and a lid 10 
pivotaily mounted on the bin 6. 
[001 5] Figure 2 shows a linkage 1 2 arranged between 
the pedal 8 and the lid 1 0 of the garbage storage device 
shown in Figure 1 . The linkage 12 includes a first lever 
14 and a second lever 16. The first lever 14 is pivotally 
mounted on the base 4. The first lever 1 4 includes a first 
end in contact with the pedal 8 and a second end. The 
second lever 16 includes a first end connected with the 
second end of the first lever 14 and a second end con- 
nected with the lid 10. In specific, the second end of the 
first lever 14 defines an aperture for receiving the first 
end of the second lever 16. Thus, the pedal 8 can be 
trodden in order to lift the lid 10 through the linkage 12. 
[0016] Figure 2 further shows a buffer 18 according 
to the preferred embodiment of the present invention for 
use in the garbage storage device 2 shown in Figure 1 . 
The buffer 18 is arranged between the base 4 and the 
linkage 12. 

[0017] For pivotal connection with the buffer 18, the 
base 4 includes two ears 20 each formed with a boss 
22 facing that of the other ear 20. 
[001 8] The buffer 1 8 includes a first cylinder 24 includ- 
ing a closed end and an open end. The first cylinder 24 
is formed with an ear 26 at the closed end. The ear 26 
defines two recesses 28 on both sides. The ear 26 is 
inserted between the ears 20 so that the bosses 22 are 
received in the recesses 28. Thus, the first cylinder 24 
is pivotally mounted on the ears20. A groove 30 is de- 
fined around the first cylinder 24 near the open end. A 
ring 32 is received in the groove 30. 
[0019] The buffer 18 further includes a spring 34 re- 
ceived in the first cylinder 24. 

[0020] The buffer 18 further includes a second cylin- 
der 36 with an open end and a closed end. The second 
cylinder 36 includes a tube 38 transversely extending 
from the closed end. The second cylinder 36 is mounted 
on the first cylinder 24. The first end of the second lever 
16 is inserted in the tube 38. Thus, the second cylinder 
36 is pivotally connected with the second lever 16. 
[0021]' Figures 3 and 4 show the garbage storage de- 
vice 2 in a closed position where the buffer 18 shrinks. 
The spring 34 is compressed. 

[0022] Referring to Figures 5 and 6, the lid 10 is piv- 
otally moved until the garbage storage device 2 reaches 
a fully open position. The buffer 1 8 fully extends and the 
spring 34 is not compressed. 

[0023] Referring to Figure 7, the lid 10 is released. 
The lid 10 falls due to its weight. The movement of the 
lid 10 is buffered or hindered via the buffer 1 8 since they 
are both connected with the linkage 12. 
[0024] Referring to Figure 8, damping oil can be used 
in a gap defined between the first cylinder 24 and the 
second cylinder 36 in order to enhance the buffering of 



the movement on the falling lid 10. 
[0025] The present invention has been described 
through detailed illustration of the preferred embodi- 
ment. Those skilled in the art can derive many variations 
5 from the preferred embodiment without departing from 
the scope of the present invention. Therefore, the pre- 
ferred embodiment shall not limit the scope of the 
present invention. The scope of the present invention is 
defined in the attached claims. 

10 

Claims 

1. A garbage storage device 2 including a base (4), a 
15 bin (6) installed on the base (4), a pedal (8) mounted 

on the bin (6), a lid (10) mounted on the bin (6), a 
linkage (1 2) arranged between the pedal (8) and the 
lid (10) and a buffer (18) arranged between the base 
(4) and the linkage (12). 

20 

2. The garbage storage device according to claim 1 
wherein the buffer (18) includes a spring (34) con- 
nected between the base (4) and the linkage (12). 

25 3. The garbage storage device according to claim 2 
wherein the buffer (18) includes a first cylinder (24) 
including a closed end connected with the base (4) 
and an open end through which the spring (34) is 
inserted and a second cylinder (36) including an 
30 open end through which the spring (34) is inserted 
and a closed end connected with the linkage (12). 

4. The garbage storage device according to claim 3 
wherein one of the first and second cylinders (24; 

35 36) is partially inserted in the other one of the first 
and second cylinders (24; 36). 

5. The garbage storage device according to claim 4 
wherein the first cylinder (24) is partially inserted in 

40 the second cylinder (36). 

6. The garbage storage device according to claim 5 
wherein the buffer (18) includes a ring (32) mounted 
on the first cylinder (24). 

45 

7. The garbage storage device according to claim 6 
wherein the buffer (18) includes a groove (30) 
around the first cylinder (24) for receiving the ring 
(32). 

50 

8. The garbage storage device according to claim 3 
wherein the base (4) includes two ears (20) formed 
thereon, and the first cylinder (24) includes an ear 
(26) formed at the closed end and mounted on the 

55 ears (20) of the base (4). 

9. The garbage storage device according to claim 8 
wherein each of the ears (20) of the base (4) in- 



25 3. 



30 
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eludes a boss (22) formed thereon facing that of the 
other one of the ears (20) of the base (4), and the 
ear (26) of the first cylinder (24) defines two recess- 
es (28) for receiving the bosses (22) of the ears (20) 
of the base (4). s 

10. The garbage storage device according to claim 3 
wherein the second cylinder (36) includes a tube 
(38) transversely extending from the closed end for 
receiving the first end of the second lever (16). 10 
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